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University of Minnesota, Morris Scholastic Committee
Minutes #8, January 28, 2010
The Scholastic Committee met at 3:00 p.m. on January 28, 2010 in the Behmler Conference Room.
Members present: K.Baker, J.Deane, M.Govada, J.Goodnough, S.Haugen, D.Magner, B.McQuarrie
(Chair), Matt Privratsky, A.Raymond, J.Schryver, C.Strand.
1) The Minutes of December 9 were approved.
This semester the committee will address UMM compliance with the University policies that underwent
review and were approved by the University Senate in April 2009. The Scholastic Committee website
will no longer publish the policies but instead will publish links to the University Senate policy page,
thereby ensuring a “single source of truth.” Following Scholastic Committee review, the actions will be
reported to the Campus Assembly for information.
2) The committee affirmed UMM compliance with the University Senate residence policy as approved
April 2009 including the definition of upper-division major work:

Students must complete the following minimum number of credits at the campus from
which they expect to graduate before a degree will be granted.
1. To be eligible for a University of Minnesota undergraduate degree, a student must
complete at least 30 semester credits awarded by the University of Minnesota campus
from which he or she is seeking to graduate.
2. At least 15 credits of the last 30 credits earned prior to the awarding of a University
degree, must be awarded by the University of Minnesota campus from which a student is
seeking to graduate.
3. Students must complete at least half of upper-division major work (3XXX courses or
higher) on the campus from which they are seeking to graduate. Study-abroad credits
earned through programs sponsored by the University are considered resident credit.
4. In order to have a minor recorded on a University of Minnesota transcript, a student must
take at least three upper division credits in the minor field at the campus from which he
or she will receive the degree.
3) The committee affirmed UMM compliance with the University Senate Probation and Suspension
policy as approved April 2009 including three current UMM practices. The Probation and Suspension
policy approved by the Scholastic Committee in 2002 is in compliance with the University Senate policy.
However, there are differences in practice that have not been in the best interest of either the student or
the institution, and practice needs to match policy.

All colleges and programs will use the following rules for determining probation and
suspension.
Every college and campus must have a Student Scholastic Standing Committee.

A. Probation
1. A student will be placed on probation (and will remain on probation) if either the term
or the cumulative GPA is below 2.000. A student on probation will have a hold placed on
his or her record and must see an adviser in order to register.
2. Academic contract. Colleges may develop contracts specifying additional requirements
that students enrolled in that college must meet to be removed from probation or to
register for classes while on probation. The academic contract may include GPA
expectations more rigorous than the 2.000 term and cumulative GPA minimum standard,
where programmatically warranted and where clearly communicated to the student. If the
student meets the conditions of the contract, and the term and cumulative GPA are at
least 2.000, the student will be removed from probation. Even if the contract conditions
are met, the student must still meet the minimum GPA requirements of this policy. If the
conditions of the contract are not met, the student will be suspended.
3. Registering while on probation. Students will be given an override for the probation
hold to enable them to register when they have met with an adviser and, if a contract is
required, when the student’s academic adviser and college office are satisfied that the
conditions of the contract have been met.

B. Suspension
1. A student is suspended if
a. at the end of the probation term (semester), both the term and the cumulative
GPA are below 2.000, or
b. the conditions of an academic contract are not fulfilled. The suspension is
effective immediately.
2. Consequences of suspension. When suspended, a student is no longer in the program
and cannot register for any University courses for at least one full academic year. All
colleges and campuses at the University must recognize the probationary holds and will
not allow students, including non-degree seeking students, with these holds to register
without the approval of the college placing the hold.
3. Appealing suspension decisions. Students may appeal suspension decisions or petition
for re-admission in writing to the college's Student Scholastic Standing Committee
(SSSC) according to a defined collegiate petition process. Re-admission after
suspension. Re-admission after a period of suspension is not automatic. To be readmitted, a student must show evidence of changes in circumstances that demonstrate
that he or she will succeed in an academic program.
4. Returning to the college or a different college after suspension. Upon return to the
college after petitioning to reenter, students will be placed on probation, and all colleges
will use a probation and contract for the purpose of monitoring the student's performance.
If the student does not successfully complete the contract, he or she will be suspended
again, but then will be required to reapply for admission to a college, rather than petition
to reenter
Three Practices Reviewed:
•

B.2 (1)—students with a probation hold from other colleges or campuses have been allowed to
register at UMM without recognizing that hold. Thus students have had an extra semester before

being suspended, not had a registration hold requiring them to meet with their advisor, and not
been subject to UMM’s 14 credit limit.
•

B.2 (2)—suspended students from other colleges or campuses have been allowed to register at
UMM without sitting out the full academic year. For suspended students who have sat out the
full academic year we did not get the approval of the college or campus that placed the hold.

•

B.3—student readmission decisions are made by the admissions office, not the SSSC.

Three Practices Changed:
•

B.2 (1) Students with a probation hold will receive a probation hold at UMM.

•

B.2 (2) Students with a suspension hold will not be allowed to register without sitting out one full
academic year and we will get approval from the college or campus that placed the suspension
hold.

•

B.3 A decision by the SSSC to not readmit a student who has been suspended will be binding.
In the multiple-college system at the Twin Cities campus, the initial admission is
made by the Admissions Office, based on the expertise of that staff on predicting
college success at of students just out of high school. If a student wishes to transfer
from one college (IT, for example) to another (CLA, in the example), the admit
decision is made by CLA—reflecting that the expertise in predicting success now lies
in the college office. UMM compliance with the Senate policy (petition for
readmission in writing to the college’s Student Scholastic Standing Committee)
seems grounded in a proven successful practice.
After completing discussion of the Senate updates (continued at our next meeting)
and gathering information, the details of implementing the new readmission practice
will be discussed.

Further, students readmitted who were suspended at any U of M campus will be given a written contract.
The committee discussed the option to appeal a suspension and reaffirmed that students could appeal to
have the suspension reduced from two regular semesters to one. Our ‘defined collegiate petition process’
for appealing suspension will remain on the SC website and should not be included on the all-University
Policy page. The makeup of the summer appeals committee was briefly discussed. Since there is no
longer a Secretary of SC to organize and convene the committee, this will need to be discussed at a future
meeting.

